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As I write this report, the State borders area are to be opened soon, vaccination rates are reaching the 80% level, business confidence is returning, overseas travel is possible, and we can look back on nearly two years of lockdown, reduced access, fear and constant pandemic reports and updates. These past two years have severely tested our community in so many different ways but, I firmly believe that we have emerged with a stronger and more positive respect and support for our Hills community. We have continued to engage with each other, maintain our strong community spirit, and still support activities that reflect the very special and has managed to continue their many and varied activities.  

The role and impact that BAG has had for over a decade was clearly recognised this year with the selection an inaugural Committee member, Pauline Dodd as a recipient of the Westfield Local Hero Award. Pauline has been the linchpin for so many BAG activities – Co-Convenor of the History Group, Convenor of the Christmas Tree Festival, Fashion Parade organiser and so many other projects – and she was richly rewarded for her community work. 

1. History Group
With History Month again cancelled this year the Group was still been very active with the monthly History article in Blackwood Times, completion of Eden Hills Rail Station History Board , an ongoing series of educational boards to show the role and history of Libraries in Blackwood. Their publication All Good Things Come from the Hills continues to be very popular, and yet another re-print was required. As well, the innovative oral conversations with older local residents continued this past year and provided a rich source of knowledge of local history.
Our thanks must go to all Members, as this group is a highlight for our community.
2. Community Links Group
Planning for the fourth Christmas Tree Festival is well underway - though with a new venue, the Blackwood Uniting Church (due to  the Blackwood Hub development). This Festival has been an outstanding success and again there has been overwhelming support from the local community. The Community Links Group, led by Pauline Dodd, will bring the festivities of Christmas to our community, and all profits will support  the local charities  of Beacon and Treasure Boxes
3. Blackwood & Coromandel Railway Stations
Our two railway stations are recognised by Rail Care and commuters as two of the very best in the State and this is because of the bi-monthly working bees organised by Kay Leverett and Lis Bartlett. These regular clean-ups are supported by like-minded volunteers who are extremely proud of their work. 

4. Greening of Blackwood
Initially, BAG directed its focus to greening projects in Blackwood (instigated by Lis and Geoff Bartlett and Nan Davies) and our volunteers have maintained their upkeep and development for over ten years. The planter boxes in both Drakes and Woolworths supermarkets and Barty's Park are sources for positive comment and enjoyment for so many, and we thank the volunteers who have them in such a high standard.  In particular, thank you to the organisers – Libby Moore and John Kennedy, for Barty's Park,  and Joan and Adrian Beech for the planter boxes.

5. Blackwood Hill Reserve Farmhouse  
This project has been ongoing for a long time and through a series of working bees the former farmhouse site has been upgraded and made more accessible to the public. The assistance from the Mitcham Council is acknowledged as this Reserve is very relevant and accessible to the local community. 

6. Christmas Red Bows
Blackwood without the Red Bows would not be Christmas, and again for the twentieth year, the trees and surrounds of Blackwood and the adjoining suburbs will welcome the festive season with the Red Bows. With the recent addition of the painted Christmas Trees for the past few years along Main Road, the colour red has transformed Blackwood for the festive season. Joan and Adrian Beech deserve all our thanks for their excellent organisation and leadership that enables the Red Bows to brighten our streets, gardens, and buildings.  
7. Christmas Pageant and Fair
Because of the pandemic, the Pageant and Fair had to be cancelled again this year.
8
Streetscape Murals
This project has continued to grow and expand - with over 70 local artists now involved in painting their murals along Shepherds Hill Road and Coromandel Parade. The response from the local community has been overwhelmingly positive. It is planned to further expand the project along Main Road from the Belair Hotel to Blackwood to be the next stage. A second grant from the Mitcham Council was received and we thank them for their support as well as further sponsorship from the Rotary Club of Coromandel Valley.  It is clearly the biggest project that BAG has ever undertaken, so a very big thank you to all involved.

9.
Blackwood Hub Project
In December 2021, the first “turning of the sod” Event will be held and we look forward to the construction of the Hub over the next year.

10.
Windy Point Lookouts Project
In November this project was officially declared open and we thank in particular BAG members Irene Carrig, Lis and Geoff Bartlett and Pauline Dodd for their outstanding work and perseverance in making this project become a reality. With the three large display signs – two panoramic photo boards and a local history board – as well as a table and bench picnic setting, the whole area has been transformed and will provide a resource for the many visitors to this iconic Adelaide destination.
11. Road Infrastructure and Transport Issues
Plans for the upgrading of the Main Road at Belair Triangle, James Road and Old Belair Road and along the Main Road are in their final stages and will make a difference in access. Also, the long-overdue upgrade of Shepherds Hill Road is nearing completion.
12. Local, State and Federal Government Links 
As in past years, it is important in this Report to acknowledge strong links that BAG has not only with the Mitcham Council, but also the State and Federal Governments and their local representatives. The support and encouragement of our Mayor, our elected Members and Council staff for their commitment to “the Hills” and their willingness to listen to the community is important. Our State and Federal Government members have also been a constant source of help and encouragement and to them, we say “thank you”.  

13 Local Community support
During these difficult times, it has been the total community support that has come to the fore and BAG interacts closely with other similar groups – Coromandel Valley and Districts National Trust, the Rotary Clubs of Coromandel and Blackwood, the Blackwood Lions, Masonic Lodge. We are all working together for the betterment of our community. Like all local community groups, BAG is totally reliant on the support, encouragement, and assistance of the   Blackwood Hills Community, whether it be individuals, groups, retail and professional services, local businesses.  To you all we say “thank you”. 
BAG Committee
All of the achievements of this, and past years, is very much the product of the vision, and sheer hard work of the BAG Committee. Our community should be so grateful to all Committee members for their commitment and dedication.

Bernie Morgan, as Vice-President and organiser of so many activities has been a wonderful help to the committee with his experience in community, service and voluntary groups guiding the Committee through these difficult times. Secretary Geoff Bartlett's strong belief and pride in the Hills community is known to all and we all benefit from his passion and total commitment to BAG and its vision and projects.  As for many years, Lis Bartlett has continued to wear many hats – Coromandel Station gardens Coordinator, Greening of Blackwood and total involvement in every project – we are indebted to her for her outstanding contribution. Liz Sawyer has been the Committee link with the history activities of the Group as well as involvement in so many projects; she has is a valuable Committee member with her passion and love for the Hills. Kay Leverett has continued to make a strong contribution to the Committee as the Convenor of the Blackwood Station garden Group where she has been a strong leader and positive influence. Tom Morrison, with his knowledge and understanding of modern technology, social media and communication alternatives, has updated our links and increased our profile. Pauline Dodd has been a influential and hardworking member in so many activities, and our community is privileged to have people of her elk prepared to work for the betterment of the Hills way of life. As a new member, Leith Bell, has always been prepared to be totally involved - whether cutting the hardboards for mural, erecting the completed murals on the Stobie poles or assisting in the various garden projects. 

Two Committee members will be stepping down this year. Bev Manthey, as Minute Secretary, has been a worthy asset and her experience and understanding of the BAG projects over many years participation has been invaluable. For the past ten years, Treasurer, Peter Manthey has managed the BAG finances and he has brought a professional and responsible manner to the task. He has overseen the development of BAG and ensured that its financial basis was on a firm and balanced footing. A sincere and big thank you to Peter for his outstanding contribution.

 As in past years, ex -Officio member, Adrian Beech has attended any relevant meetings when his areas of responsibilities were discussed, and he has brought his belief and passion for our area to our meetings.
The Future
Last year, I concluded that 2020 had brought many challenges and issues for residents, as well as for service and community groups.  2021 has been even more difficult and demanding but I firmly believe that BAG is even more relevant and important for the Hills community. Without our volunteers and supporters, BAG, and the community, would suffer and be poorer because of that. They are all the source of inspiration and strength during very trying times and we cannot thank, and recognise, them enough.
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